[Diagnostic relevance of multinucleated giant cells in papillary thyroid cancer. A cytological and histological study].
Cytological smears of 17 papillary carcinomas (PC) of the thyroid as well as histological slides of 58 PC and 50 follicular adenomas (FA) and 50 follicular carcinomas (FC) were reviewed to assess the presence of intrafollicularly located multinucleated giant cells. In accordance with the data published, such giant cells were found in 70% of PC but in only 8% of FA and FC. The presence of giant cells, which probably represents a foreign body reaction to, in case of PC, physicochemically altered colloid, is a useful additional criteria for the cytological and histological diagnosis of PC.